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1. The workmen in many factories maintain a reserved and distant attitude in 
orposition to party propaganda. Nowaver it is often rogsible, by ~eans of clever 
meisures, to affect the frame of nind of the vorkers or so to neutralize then 

that they show more tolerance in their orposition to the efforts of the Arit- 
PunktdiopAre. At such tinea the attitude and opinion of the mass auddenly re- 
verses itself and declares itnclf to be for the ~ersuresof the party ete., 
avwreos to or pute up with then, or adopts then wholeheartedly for hours or 
for days. Often, when this haprens, thouchtful and skeptical man are isolated 
and frequently it is at this tire thot denunciations are ~ade. This revorsal 
of attitude is rarticularly noticeable after well orpanized factory rrograns, 
after movies and cultural rrowrans or also after visiting new comunity projectc. 
Most of the vorkers then keep up this chansed attitude until the next worl: day; 
‘wt also frequently, a few hours thereafter, renewod serious doubts anrear. It 
is st these tires that camter-proparanda hao it preatest effect. 


25X1X a, as «- propaganda progrnan in connection with the idea of the 
iational front is nianned on a long torn basin and is intended to establish 
the croundwerle for prenent veasures neccssary to the democratic stare of | 


development in the Zast Zone. The “lational Front rrorram consists of a con- 
siderable nunver of serarate themes, each of uhich ig to be enphasized rore 
or less ace ridin to the rearticulear situation at the time. For instance » the 
anestion of the alliance between the sorker and the intellectual is being 
analysed in factory group discussions from the practical point of view before 
studying the rolitical significance of this problem, In fact, the National 
Front idea is-at first only to be Jevoloned alone tho Lines of the old problen 
25X1X of a union bet:een the $.1D and othor partion and organizations. 
that in no factory has there yet been any successful vork beyond this first 
appreach. This is apparently because the party has not yet ‘swcceaded in clari- 
fying this question in the Lig h-t: of the party profran. 


3. ‘The majority o? the -orkern seo in the National Front an attempt by the SED to 
create a wider field of action for tha old Democratic Bloc under the aegis of 
a nev nationalisn. “that ‘as not been accommlished up till now will be accomp- 
lished by using the methods of the Nazis." Tha the ides ia widespread in the 
factories that the °ED is endeavoring to obtain lemal recomition for ita Bloc 
policy without boing prepared to 24nd thet more concessionr of a au stantial 
nature are indispensable to the other nartios. The striving of the party for 
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unity io brushed aside with the observation that unity under the SED cannover 

be bat a unity of compulsion. Sinilarly, the laiastexplanations of the Partei~ 
vorstand concerning the cessation of expropriation and land reform are answared 
by even the simplest workers vho say that the SED will go back on these promises 
as soon as it can once more pormmit itself to follow a less pepular policy. 


A factor which should not be under-estimated is the attitude of the SED members 
tnenselves within the factories. Nowhore in the factories do the party nembers 
awl other workers work with any sharp separation betveen them. There is thus a 
constant and active exchange of opinion, during the course of which the party 
menters are very closoly watched by their colleamies. Since these conversations 
are carried on, on the one hand hy non~socialist slements and on the other by un- 
organized old socialists and cornminists, party members find themselves obliged to 
pmirsue argunents of varying kinds. It is therefore frequent that a former German 
nationalist will be convinced by the honesty of the National Front policy, whereas 
an old Commnist will be confidentially told that the National Front is merely a 
matter of timely expediency. Such statements are naturally not kept secret but 
axe rassed on from mouth to mouth with the result that all party matters are ac~ 
carted with the praatast mistrust. : 


the attitude of the rarty metibers is naturally know to the Parteivorstand. fovout 
one year avo the latter started a broad educational. program within the party 
uhieh wae intended to furnish party nembars with what vas considered to be the 
nost important weapoa in handling all discussions. Tne main goal of this pre- 
gram was to show the necessity of establishing the National Front. A secondary 
ooject was to destroy the acceptance by iess intellipent manbsrs of the idea 
that it was merely a tactical move on the part of the Party. The Party knows 
only too wll that a largo number of the members are on the one hand not suf- 
ficiently disciplined and on the other too classe conscious for them to carry oat 
the program of the National Front wholeheartedly and in a tactically correct 
mainer, in spite of the fact that they may realize tho necossity for this pro~ 
gram. Through clever guidance, tha line of propaganda we changed during the 
sourse of the past year from one of political alliance to one of a National 
Front. The more discernint members of the party yielded more or less quickly 
to this new line which, ahove all, required that old socialist traditions be 
placed in the backtround. Such an accentance, however, seldom took nlace 
without some crumbling, Above all, ‘une presence or 
former Nazis in the factories creates a difficult problem. Lven now it is 
very difficult to find a place for a politically questionaois expert oven 
when bia services are required in the interest of the factory. Ss 


Since, as shown above, the attitude of the basic units and of not 2 fow SD 
functionaries cannot be hidden from the rest of the vorld, and as, in conse~ 
quence, the main line of party propaganda is threatoned, the party committes 
came to the decision that alonrside of the intensification of oducation in 
rarticular cases, measures should be taken against members who thus 
offend against the party line. Since about April 1949, the attack against 
sectarianism acquired a special meaning within the rarty. This attack will 
be particularly significant whenever mombers or basic units do not uncondi- 
tionally follow the party line in connection with the fight for the National 
Front. 


To sum up, the following conclusions may be made with regard to the ational 
Front 
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a. Most indifferent wrkers consider it to be purely 4 Party measure, 
although carrying out certain points of shig progran may seem desirable. 
Bocause of the attitude of the lover party organizations and of nost 
members, the lational Front program will bs given 4 non—Commmniss ap- 
pearance, thus enabling the Party itself to initiate counter-propazanda, 
yhich muct not be umerestimted. 


b. ‘The party members perceive, in part, tho necessity for the National Front. 
This section of the party accepts the necessity of these "stops on the 
road to socialism", each one doing so more or less cleverly according 
to his eumbcligrof handling such 4 reversal, The greatypart of the 
party gous @long with this new line on grounds of discipline, although 
4% 28 ali, tooconfnsing from an ideological standpoint, for them to prasp 
the true meaning of the National Front to the party, and thus for then, 
under these circumstances, to carry out wroperdy che measures recu ixod bY 
the ational Front policy. A third section of the renbers submits only 
grudgingly to the new iine and opposes it both within and outside of 
the party. 
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